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NEPHIP Student Guide 
We welcome students and faculty to the National Environmental Public Health 
Internship Program (NEPHIP) Guide. You will find this overview packed with helpful 
information about NEPHIP. There are links throughout specifically for students to start 
the application process. 

About Us 

The National Environmental Health Association (NEHA) was established in 1937 to 
build, sustain, and empower an effective environmental health workforce. Currently 
serving more than 7,000 members, we empower and educate professionals by 
providing them with the tools and resources they need to make the greatest 
contributions possible in creating healthy environments for their communities. 

We offer six national highly regarded credentials and eight certifications, produce the 
Annual Educational Conference & Exhibition, and publish the widely respected and 
peer-reviewed Journal of Environmental Health (JEH). The JEH serves as a one-stop-
shop for publications in virtually every area of the environmental health field through 
its online bookstore, providing networking and committee participation opportunities, 
and developing positions on timely and serious environmental health concerns. 

Our Programs 
Å Climate and health 
Å Food safety 
Å Private water and recreational water safety 
Å Vector and pest control 
Å Environmental health workforce development  
Å Air quality 
Å Health homes 
Å Tracking and informatics 
Å Emergency preparedness 

To learn more about NEHA, please visit www.NEHA.org/about  

  

/professional-development/students/internships
/professional-development/students/internships
http://www.neha.org/about
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/nephip
https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/
https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/
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NEHA Partnerships to support NEPHIP  
EHAC-Accredited Programs 
Since 1967 the Environmental Health Accreditation Council - EHAC has been the gold 
standard of environmental health program accreditation at universities across the 
nation. You can find out more through this link NEHSPAC to the National 
Environmental Health Science & Protection Accreditation Council, the official name 
of EHAC that was adopted over 2 decades ago.  
 
Because of the long-trusted accreditation process and standards still applied by the 
EHAC volunteer council members, the CDC has restricted the NEPHIP internship 
awards to only students from EHAC accredited programs. A list of EHAC-accredited 
undergraduate and graduate environmental health academic programs is provided 
below.  

Å Accredited Undergraduate Environmental Health Academic Programs  

Å Accredited Graduate Environmental Health Academic Programs 

 

  

https://www.nehspac.org/
https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/accredited-programs-ehac-undergraduate-programs/
https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/accredited-programs-ehac-graduate-programs/


 

 





https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/accredited-programs-ehac-undergraduate-programs/
https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/accredited-programs-ehac-graduate-programs/
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Å Be enrolled as a student during the summer or fall internship. 

Å Have active health insurance. 

Students may be interviewed by the Health Agencies to ensure that the student is a 
good fit for the project.   
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Student Application 
Undergraduate and graduate college students currently enrolled in a National 
Environmental Health Science and Protection Accreditation Council (EHAC) accredited 
institution are eligible to apply for a NEPHIP internship experience.  

To be considered for placement in NEPHIP, students are requested to:  

Å Complete an application. 

Å Submit current resume.  

Å Provide unofficial transcripts. 

Å Letter of Recommendation Form from a faculty member of the EH program at 
the EHAC-accredited academic institution (a letter may be substituted if 
preferred).  
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Project Guidance and Considerations 
Independent projects are open to a wide variety of environmental public health issues 
and identified program needs identified by environmental public health host sites. 
Together with CDC, we are encouraging students and health agencies to explore how 
environmental health, climate change, and environmental justice issues are either 
directly or indirectly associated with the purpose and environmental health 
hazard/issue being addressed by proposed projects. Considerations regarding how 
these priority areas converge with environmental health hazards and their impact on 
community health outcomes and environmental public health program sustainability 
are included in the revised program impact and evaluation metrics. Further, projects 
will be asked to help identify environmental justice and health equity concerns that are 
associated with identified internship projects and help to better understand the 
disproportionate health effects these issues may have among various population 
groups. The health agency mentor and agency will identify a project focus for the 
internship. The focus should be from an initiative, project or program that is a current 
concern identified within the scope of issues normally addressed by the hosting agency 
jurisdiction. Examples of potential projects include: 

¶ Climate and Health – The impact of indoor and outdoor air quality on health 
and policy: conducting an in-depth analysis on environmental policies currently 
in place within the health agency’s jurisdiction and their ability to impact human 
health.  

¶ Climate and Health – Identifying contributing factors to wildfire conditions: 
conducting an assessment on mitigation and adaptation strategies, health 
effects of smoke, and evaluating effective communication strategies to reduce 
risk.  

¶ Vector Control – Identifying impacts of climate change on vector populations 
and control strategies: analyze data to determine any geographic trends in 
vector-borne disease to inform enhanced surveillance in disaster prone regions.  

¶ Water Quality – Using EPA’s Cyanobacteria Assessment Network (CyAN) 
tool for identifying harmful algal blooms (HABs): assist in assessing the 
environmental health information and untreated recreational water data 
systems used by the health agency and associated partners to determine 
whether current systems adequately identify and characterize untreated 
recreational water hazards and harmful exposures. 
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Expectations of Interns 
Å Act in a professional and ethical manner 
Å Dress in an appropriate manner for work calls 
Å Follow through on commitments 
Å Do not conduct personal business during work hours  
Å Be prompt when reporting to work and with completing assignments 
Å Give your work your best effort 
Å Be positive and supportive 
Å Keep an open mind; avoid jumping to conclusions; develop informed opinions 
Å Be observant; note how employees organize their ideas and respond to and ask 

questions 
Å Be fair, considerate, honest, trustworthy, and cooperative when dealing with co-

workers and clients/customers 
Å Assert yourself and your ideas in an appropriate and tactful manner 
Å Seek feedback from your supervisor(s), accept suggestions for corrective 

changes in behavior and attempt to improve your performance  
Å Accept constructive criticism and continuously strive to improve and to grow 

professionally 
Å Enhance your professional effectiveness by improving skills and acquiring new 

knowledge 
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Resources  
1. NEPHIP Webpage – https://www.neha.org/nephip 
2. National Environmental Health Science & Protection Accreditation Council (EHAC) 

– https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/ 
3. EHAC Undergraduate Accredited Degree Programs - 

https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/accredited-programs-ehac-undergraduate-
programs/ 

4. EHAC Graduate Accredited Degree Programs - https://www.nehspac.org/about-
ehac/accredited-programs-ehac-graduate-programs/ 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/
https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/accredited-programs-ehac-undergraduate-programs/
https://www.nehspac.org/about-ehac/accredited-programs-ehac-undergraduate-programs/
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